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Analysis of Cereals’ Food Gap in Egypt

Salwa Elhosieny Badawi, Hamdy Sayed Abdou and Nourhan Muhammad
Ramadan

Abstract:

The sharp rise in world food prices has led to increasing hunger and
malnutrition all over the world. As a result, the number of hungers increased
from 804 million people in 2016 to 821 million people in 2017. In Egypt, food
insecurity and malnutrition levels have noticeably risen in the last few years due
to increasing levels of poverty since 32.5% of population were living under
poverty level in 2018. Additionally, the growing population has widened the
food gap over time. Therefore, the study aimed at analyzing cereals’ food gap in
Egypt through the study of cereals’ production and consumption.

The results indicated that cereals’ food gap is increasing, and self-
sufficiencies ratios are declining. On average, self-sufficiency ratio of wheat
was 53.7% and food gap was 6.08 million tons during 1990-2016. Furthermore,
self-sufficiency ratio of maize achieved 65.4% and food gap was 3.7 million
tons during the same period. However, Egypt mostly achieved self-sufficiency
ratio of rice. One policy option is to increase productivity per unit of land and
water.
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